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   For anyone with an interest in the development of gymnastics in schools  

Editorial 

Welcome to the latest issue of our BSGA 

newsletter.  This is Number 3 and the 

final issue for the current academic year. 

 A very successful festival at Fenton 

Manor on 14 June completed all our 

events for the current year. (See picture 

on page 3).  Included in this issue are 

reports on the trampoline, acrobatics, 

tumbling, floor and vault and rhythmic 

national finals.  Once again these finals 

have been very successful and I must 

express sincere thanks to our organisers, 

Emma Horsham, Helen Barber and Vicki 

Royston.  

Our attempts to run the association in a 

more professional and transparent way 

are proving successful.  This may be one 

reason why we have seen some modest 

growth in the number of affiliated 

schools this year.  

The decision to have the AGM at the end 

of the first day of the ‘School Gym’ event 

received a mixed reaction.  Certainly the 

number attending increased significantly 

with all our regions represented. On the 

other hand, the time for purposeful 

discussion was limited and attendees 

naturally were extremely tired at the end 

of a long day of competition.   

On the same weekend as ‘School Gym’ 

the trampoline committee were meeting 

in Coventry to discuss the format of their 

new competition. Various suggestions 

were widely debated through the 

exchange of countless emails. Ron and 

his team have done a fantastic job in 

completing this task so efficiently.  All the 

new requirements will be on the website 

soon.  

We have also taken account of your 

suggestions for the other competitions 

and these were discussed at our 

executive meeting on Friday 13 June.  

There will be very few changes in 2014-

15 to the floor and vault competition 

giving everyone a year to consolidate 

their preparation. Read the ‘Stop Press’ 

paragraph, it will keep you up to speed 

with what is happening. 

Enjoy the read, keep feeding back 

your suggestions and enjoy the 

summer break when it arrives.         

                                                                      
I Howard Todd (Chair)       

BSGA Floor & Vault Male Champion 2014   

Josh Jackson Ivybridge Community 

College 

Facebook is now active  

BSGA has co-opted Laura Thomas onto 

the general committee with special 

responsibility for promoting the social 

media side of the website. We hope that 

this development will attract our school 

age membership and make the site much 

more interactive.      

Changes to the General Committee  

At the AGM Judy Wootton was appointed 

acrobatics representative and Pete Daulby 

is to take over the tumbling discipline from 

Tim Wild.  We wish to acknowledge the 

help and support that Tim has given over 

the past three years. Nicola Vile has                             

also been co-opted to help with the 

demanding job of keeping track on the 

various trophies we present each year. 

Helen Barber is retiring from the position 

as Rhythmic competition organiser so we 

are looking for someone that would be 

willing to take on this role.  Helen has 

organised the competition for the past few 

years and overseen the increase in 

performers. Thanks Helen for all your work 

on our behalf.  If there is anyone out there 

willing to take on this role please get in 

touch with Helen or myself.   

  Updated Affiliations by Regions 2013-14 
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There is still some distance to go to reach 

our ‘stretch’ target of 2000 but there has 

been a modest increase to 1637. If we 

push hard next year I believe we can hit 

the target.    

     National Trampoline Final - Report 

by Emma Horsham Competition 

Organiser  

This year’s British School’s Trampoline 

Finals were held at Gateshead Leisure 

Centre on 22nd March. We had 

competitors travelling from all over the 

country to compete in this year’s event. 

In total there were 140 schools bringing 

402 competitors. A full set of results can 

be found on the BSGA website. 

It was a very successful day thanks to the 

help of Metro TC, Gary York and Andrew 

Revel

 

National Gym Fest Final - Report by 

Jamie Weller Vice-Chair                             

On the 10th and 11th May, the BSGA 

School Gym National Finals took place in 

Fenton Manor Sports Complex, Stoke-on-

Trent.  

 

Lowri Evans Pontadulais Wales                

1st Over 14 Girls Tumbling 

 A sociable, cheerful and exciting 

atmosphere prevailed over Fenton 

throughout the weekend and everyone 

was entertained by an exceptionally high 

standard of gymnastics from some very 

talented gymnasts who have travelled 

from the far corners of the country to 

represent their regions. 

Under14 Mixed Team 1st                         
Helston South West 

The fundamental aim of British Schools 
Gymnastics is to increase the 
participation levels of gymnastics in the 
school environment throughout the 
country. The introduction of the new 
Milano team competition in March saw 
the number of schools participating 
increase dramatically most notably in the 
boys category where this year we saw 
record numbers of entries. 

The tumbling and acrobatic competition 
that runs in perfect unison with the floor 
and vault competition is now a well-
established event providing a diverse 
range of high level gymnastics over an 
action packed weekend 

In the Floor and Vault competition the 
under 19 age group saw Tormead girls 
and St John’s boys both from the South 
East region taking the national titles, 
fighting off strong competition from 
Craigmount (Scotland) and Surbiton 
(London) for the girls. In the boys section 
the smallest of margins separated 
Newcastle Grammar (North) Ivybridge 

(South West) from St John’s. The under 
19 mixed section saw Ivybridge and St 
John’s  going head to head in the annual 
battle to claim the national title with 
Ivybridge taking the title this year. 
Billericay (East) and Middlesbrough 
(North) pushed hard to claim a medal 
with both schools performing some 
outstanding vaults. 

The boys under 11 tumbling section saw 
three boys all tying for the national title 
representing the East, London and the 
North West. With the under 11 girl’s title 
being taken by the North West just 
pushing London and South into joint 
second and the South East into third. In 
the Over 14 category we saw Shingirai 
Mhembere, from the West Midlands, 
retaining his title for the third year 
in succession, easily fighting off the 
opposition from the North and South 
West. 

 

Shingirai Mhembere West Midlands     
1st Over 14 Tumbling                                  

In the under 14 Acrobatics competition 
Surbiton from the London region claimed 

the girls pairs title with the South West 
region claiming both the Boys and mixed 
pair titles, beating off stiff competition 
from the East and North regions. In the 

under 14 groups the London region 
reigned supreme taking not only the gold 

medal position but also bronze as well, 
only Northern Ireland managed to 
separate the two London teams by 

claiming the Silver medal.  

The British final was a resounding success 
this year but it could not have been 
achieved without the hard work and 



                  
 

dedication of our vast team of 
volunteers.  We need to thank everyone 
who was involved including the Fenton 
Manor staff, judges, scores, warm up 
marshals, floor managers, music 
managers and everyone else that made 
the weekend so enjoyable for everyone 
who attended. 

The full set of results is available on the 
website.  

 

Port Regis - Under 11 Girls 

National Rhythmic Final - Report 
Helen Barber 

On May 10
th

, 130 gymnasts from across 
the UK travelled to Windsor High School, 
Halesowen for the BSGA National 
Rhythmic Final. 
 
Gymnasts compete at 2 different levels – 
Level 1 based on British Gymnastics Next 
Step Rhythmic for Schools, for those who 
take the sport only within their school, 
either as part of their PE lessons or at an 
after-school club; and Level 2 for 
gymnasts who train in a Rhythmic club 
outside of school.  
 
Almost every section was a closely fought 
battle, with the Level 1 Under 9 Team 
championship being tied between two 
schools after three routines. 
 
Overall, it was a very successful day, and 
thanks go to all the teachers, coaches, 

judges, helpers, parents and gymnasts 
for making it so enjoyable for all. 
 
Team Results 
 
U9  
Level 1 Champions – Sherbourne House 
School and Great Houghton School 
Level 2 Champions – Sherbourne House 
School 
 
U11 
Level 1 Champions – Townhill Junior 
Level 2 Champtions – Bramhope Primary 
 
O11  
Level 1 Champions – King Edward VI 
School 
Level 2 Champions – King Edward VI 
School 
 

GymFest 2014 
 
This was the first time that BSGA has 
been involved with this event and what a 
successful day it was.  It was a particular 
pleasure to see so many young people 
coming together just to enjoy the 
freedom of gymnastic movement and 
dance in a non-competitive environment.  
The audience particularly appreciated 
the variety of routines and the highly 
charged atmosphere created through the 
colour, costume, choreography and 
music that accompanied them.  
 
Congratulations to the team that 
travelled all the way from Irvine Bay  in 
Scotland to show us their outstanding 
modern ‘free-style’  work under the 
equally modern  title ‘#selfie’.  
 
The programme was introduced and 
closed by exceptional performances from 
the Northampton Rhythmic Gymnastics 
Club under the direction of Jenny Bott.  

 
 

They used a nautical theme to depict a 
team‘s arrival in Scotland and went on to 
demonstrate the culture and traditions 
that visiting teams might experience on 
their visit.  
Well done yet again Vicki for pulling all 
this together. 
 

STOP PRESS from executive meeting  

 The balance sheet  indicates we 
will ‘break even’ this academic 
year, so there will be no increase in 
affiliation fees or competition 
entry fees in 2014-15 

 Regions will be required to send in 
entry forms and fees  for all 
national finals rather than 
individual schools. Schools will still 
have to forward their music but 
look-out for a change in the 
process. 

 A new disability section is being 
introduced into the acrobatics 
section of School Gym 

 All tumbling at the national final 
next year will be on Saturday. 

 School Gym Final will be on 
Saturday and Sunday May 2nd & 3rd 
in 2015 to avoid clashes with BG 
national events and SATS in 
primary schools on the following 
day. (Apologies to Scotland) 

 Look out for our 'Design a Mascot 
for BSGA’ competition 

                 

 

Please give us your feedback                                

BSGA needs to hear your suggestions on 

how we might improve our national 

events and our communication.  Please 

email us with your thoughts and 

suggestions 


